Role of endothelium in haemoglobin-induced contraction of dog basilar artery.
Haemoglobin (10 nM-30 microM) caused contraction of dog isolated basilar artery. In preparations which were perfused with Triton X-100 (0.1%) for one min to remove the endothelium, substance P relaxation was abolished but haemoglobin-induced contractions were unchanged. Endothelium removal or damage was confirmed histologically. These results suggest that the integrity of the endothelium is not essential for haemoglobin to produce contraction in dog basilar artery.